
j

m

vi

THE ST. LOUIS REPUBLIC.
NINETY SECOND YEAR ST. LOUIS, MO.. THURSDAY. APRIL 5, 1900. nnrriTililU K

f,n
Outside

Loaf
SI.

a.
Lonb,

One Cent.
Tw Cent.

I

lOn Trnlim, Three Cent.

KANSAS CITY PLAIN TALK
n 1 tZ3Z' -- r ft rHHU v " . r uss-- j (m r -- y v-- Of iLitrIm trip

K WILL BE READY. TO THE MAYOR.

I

I

V

?

i

s

'

Arrangements Begun to Rebuild
the Convention Hall Burned

Yesterday.

National Committee Notified That the City Will
Fulfill Its Contract Church, Public School

and Flats Were Also Destrojed.

Kansas Cltj. Mo. April A Convention
11 ill, K.irnus Citv's pride, whoieln the I

Vationnl Convention wis to lnc
In en held on July 4. was 1 iiil In ruin- - in
lc-- s thin thirt minutes this afternoon from

liro that Marled from an unknown souice
nt 1 o'clock.

Tln fire burned with such fun-- Hint it
nan evident almost from the st..rt lh.it the
Btructuie was doomed, and the firemen
soon turned thoir attention to savin,: sur-
rounding propel ty A "tiff breeze was blow-

ing, nnd beforo the. the was subdued, at 2 15

o'clock, tho Second Picsbvtcri m Church,
ono of tho finest edifices In the clt, the
church parsonage, tho I.itkiop public
school, n. two-stor.- thlrteen-roo- building,
nil situated across the wnj on Centr.il street,
and a half block of thrce-stor- v flit build-
ing's on tho Twelfth street side were ren-

dered a total loss. Several residences wre
damaged, and for a time It was feared that
rev-or- blocks of buildings In the residence
dlbtrlct would go.

I,o Amount, to 100,000.
The aggregate loss is J500.OO0. apportioned

in follows: Convention Hall, J2n.'0W: insur-
ance, $135,000: church, $3X00): Injured:

$15,000, Insured; Fchool $3."000. Insta-
nce. J20.4A0: Williamson mock. Twelfth
street, JCO.fKH); insurance JJS.WO

Flannlug to Rebnild.
Plans are on foot to rebuild Convention

Hall Immediately and make it rc.idv for
tho "Democratic Convention in July. While
tho flro was still In progress, members of
tho Commercial Club, through whose

the hall was conceived and built,
mingled in the crowd3 of spectators and
began soliciting funds for a new structure.
This evening $23,000 bad been subscribed,
nnd Serrctary K. M. Clendennlng of the
club called a mass meeting of citizens for

night to devise wajs and means
cf raising an additional $50.0iX).

The hall association has J10.0M in the
S bank, and will have tho 155,OA Insurance

for Immediate use, tho Insurance companies
hiving spontaneously agreed to waive the
sity-da- v limit and mako settlement on de-

mand. Tho Kansas City lumber company
that furnished four-fift- cf tho lumber
for the old building have agreed to dupli-
cate their order at once nt the rate in
existence- two years ago, nnd the Mlnne-wpol- ls

firm that furnished the Fteel girders
for tho Immense roof have been tele-
graphed to duplicate their order.

If by any possible combination of circum-
stances trie necessary material cannot bo
secured In time, Kansas City will at once
ienovnte and repair Exposition building.
where from 3),000 to IH.OW persons could be
Hccorampdated. It is situated on several
street car lines and tho matter of trans-- "
portatlon would be easily polved.

Tho subcommittee In charge of arrange-
ments for the Natlonnl Democratic Com-
mittee will be invited to Inspect Exposition
building as soon as it is definitely decided
that It will bo necessary to report to ibis
building to hold the convention. It Is
located In tho east portion of the city.

Flru's OrlKln a Sljutcry.
The fire started, as near as can bo learned.

Jest above the boiler-roo- m in the corthcast
comer of the building on tho alley, where

plumbers had been at work. There
was no firo In the furnace, and the supposi-
tion is that thu blazo started from a spirit

' lamp or by one of the plumbers crossing
an electric light wire

A. still alarm was first turned in. By tho
time the first engine arrived, ten minutes
later, the wholo building was a masa of
flames. Tba entire structure, covering half
a block each way on Thirteenth and Cen-

tral streets, was turned into a furnace of
fira .before a second alarm could be sound-
ed, "and In less than half an hour the roof,
upheld by macslve istee.1 girders, that
panned Its 200 feet of breadth, fell with

a, crash that cent showers of burning cm-In- n

In every direction and drove the fire-

men across the street. Tho brick Corin-
thian column lining tho building alorg the
facades on Fourteenth and Thirteenth
etreeta tottered and then fell, and the hill
wan a comploto WTeck tin work of but
fit!rn minutes time.

Church and School In nntn.
A strong wind carried the flames to tho

fecond Presbyterian Church on the opposite
side of Thirteenth street nnd Central, and
In forty minutes that structure, oecupjing
a half block In length, was In ruins. Th
parsonage adjoining and nest the Lathrop
School, which vvas initially destrojed In
tho tornado of 1S&, and w hich had been set
nhlde for tho uso of tho newspaper cor-
respondents during the coming convention,
were attacked simultaneously, and toon
nothing but their walls were left standing.
Fortunately, the school children had not
roturnod to their rooms after tho noon hour
and nil wcro taken to places of safety.

Next the flames caught tho Williamson
flats, across tho nllej from the hall on the
north on Twelfth street, and these were
KMtted. Tho flats occupied a half block
and were brick and three stories In height.
Fljlng embers stalled blazes on a dozen
different residences within a radius of two
ftocks nnd fanned by a stilt breeze and
aided by a low-wat- er pressure threatened a
general conflagration.

The fire, which was lin-ill- y gotten under
control at 2:.:1. proved our of (he quickest
and most dangetous experienced in Kansus
City for many jears.

tlic Hull "Wan lluill in I Vis,.
Convention Hall bad been class-i- d by

lravelers as one of the lirgrst and most
pelfeetlv constructed auditoriums In the
world The building was elected In 1W at
a cost or JJS"..0m which was i.iImM cntiuly
).v public subscription. It was two storie- -

high and built of mtlve stone, cie.nn btick
and terra eotla. The Hist Moiy wis of
the Kcnilssani e stvle qi architecture and
the second Mory in pcrislile iorm. with
groups and columns. The building was of
bridge construction, without a column, the
roof being supported by great Mre girders.

IIP general seating arinngement was
modeled somewhat upon the plan of the
Metropolitan Opern-hoii'J- Xo York. The
floor space was divided Into aicna. aiena
balcony, balcony ami roof garden, boves

tho arena and the arena balronj
Tho total seating capieltv was neirlv IitoO
and, with standing room, the building was
capable of holding tnoie than --- per-Jso- n.

The arena alone seated 4.0t The
..ulldlng had no stalrwajs. the upper sell-
ings being reached by jnesns of inclined
plane". Separate tilts weie used for the
balconies and roof gardi n. and It is esti-
mated that the nail could h ivo been emp-
tied at tho late of SKM a minute

Practically nothing remains Intact of
Convention Hall ivc the Thirteenth street
onc-Mnr- y wall, and the foundation. The
straggling side walls will bo torn down.

o nuMii: j fii:i:ui. ii.Washington. Apill ' Senator Jonc,
chairman of the National Democratic Com-
mittee, sivs that the committee will take
no nctloii until he has further Information
concerning what Kansas City proposes to
lo. Jf it is Uuc, aa teported, thrv tho

mil Is to be lebuilt. there will be no neccs-si- ij

foi in ikipg other .iiraiigenents
Sunioi Jones sijs tint If the-- itl- - lis of

Ivans is Bo at It in the lialit wav there
no reason why thej o.innot complete the

new building by Julv i.
Mii.viKi:r.o oi'i'int.

Mllw.'iuk. e. Wis, Apiil 4 -- Ma.vor P S
Itose. on hearing of the binning of tho
Convention Hall at Kansas Citv, wired the
clnirnian of the Nation il Democratic Com-
mittee, asking th it. If the conflagration re-

sulted in a change of the pi ic already
adopted, that Milwauke he considered

Milunulv. e has a conv ntion hill suitablo
for a big Rithcring and preparations for
tho convention could bo carried out with-
out delav

MK. WAI.i OTtM'.WV.
Chicago. April 4- .- jetaiy Walsh of the

Nation il Democratic ommltbo. epie-se- d

bis Jesret at the conflagration so disastrous
to Kansas Citv.

"in my belief." ho said, "it will In no
wav interfere with the holding of the Dem-

ocratic Convention Any no" "On. . , , i's
IHtmn In r, int n 141, ill. ? I...'...'; .. 'i the Ad- -

int by tho ft
with the fact that the t oat he hadhigher degree of public

thcr pirtv.other cit.v in t! o United S'.,... .. .. to indicateIt... ,A !..... Ill . ,itrti lilt; I'tTjiuu tut .e iii ' ,
aecommodatlcms for the
cratic Convention. ,n

"It seems to me tint the National X i

mlttcowlll certainly a-- them In everv v-

ein Its power."

GOV. STONE ACTS PROMPTLY.

Committee on Arranpempnis Is to
Jlect in Three Das.

William J. Stone jcsteidiy
rccelvctl assuinr.ccs not only that Kansas
City will be prepared to entertain the Dem-

ocratic National Convention, but that no
tffoit will be made by Milwaukee to have
the convention held in that cltv. l

The first comes In a telegram from
P. W. Fleming of Kan" is

Citv. The message says: "Convention Hall
will bo rebuilt, higher nnd grandtr than
ever, ready for the Democratic Nntloml
Convention, Julv I. I send this so jou mi)
answer all Inquiries"

The other menage was cent bv Nntlonil
Committeeman n c. Wall of Milwaukee
It reads as follows: "ICancas Cit' mis-

fortune will not. In my judgment, interfcie
with her care of the convention. True
Western enterprise will prevail now. I am
for Kansas City."

ThN practically settles any doubt of ihe
intentions which might have been enter-
tained for sending the convention to .Mi-
lwaukee, the rival of Kanv-i- i Ci'y for the
honor of entertaining the gathering

Governor Stone said lust night that bo
would call a special meeting of the sub-
committee on Arrangement, of which he
Is chairman, to meet In two or three davs
at Kansas City, and that he would ask Na-
tional Chairman Jones, who Is now in
Wrshington. to attend the meeting. He
ten suro mat the destruction of the An

would not result in a change of date
for tho com i ntion.

MUST HAVE A NEW HALL

OthenvNf Committeeniaii Diink-tat- r

Will Kaor Si. I.oni.
A. C DrlnkwatT. member of the Demo-

cratic National Committee rtom MuFstchu-sett- s
was at th" Planters jcsteidiy on his

way home after a. visit to Kansas Citj for
the purpose of selecting huidquirter for
the delegates from the Now Hngljiid
States

Mr Drlnkw.tter deplored tlie news .if the
destruction or Convention Hall. He hid se-
cured one-ha- lf of the Riltlmore Hotel as
hcadquirters for tho delegates from th"
New England Sttteo. He declnrei tliat if
Kansas City would rebuild her hall he
would still favor that city for holding the
convention, but if Kansas Cltv gave It up
lie was In favor of St. Louis a the meelin "place.

He was driven over the cltv while here
and inspected the Coliseum, which he siM
would jnove an excellent plice for holdin "the convention.

ALL DEPENDS ON MILLS.

Auditorium's Guilders Are Search-
ing for Material.

Minneapolis. Minn, April 4 Frank J.
Llewclivn. vice president and chief engineer
of the GillcM-Hci-y- compnnj of Minneap-
olis, who built the Kans!s City Auditorium
siid

"We hive iccclved tlir-- e telegram this
afternoon asking us vvh.thcr we could put
up the steel part of the structure so that It
would bo in readiness by June 11 We mado
no answer nnd will make none until

Until then T do not care to mikeanv statement
"The task. If vve aceep! It, will he a gi-

gantic ope. ;ind one that in the ordinary
eoni.se of events we would ikvh Tor an In-
stant consider. Success in the present

hinget, upon so nianj external eir--
mnstaiices and the time for piepttation isso sluet th it everv thing in connection with

the affair is in a tingled state. When we
built the original building vie put ill ?Wiv)
worth of st, el. which imounted to no tons
Tho conditions prevalent at the present
time are not the vuiic, and this will pi iy
a great part in the undertaking.

"it took us lour months to rreei thebuilding before, and then wo rushed the
woik at a fast gait. We knew-- where we
were In repaid to the raw niitcrl.il I
have legrrphed to the different nulls tint
will probahlv be rilled upon to furnish t1(,
mateiiils. ami all our cilnil itions must
neot ss uiiv wait until vve hear from thtni.

"I am ertain. fiom my observations in
Kansas (jt that whether tho building canbe erected In time for the convention 01
not. the people will have another hillsimilar to the old one."

M'KIWLEY IS PLEASED.

Coiijrratiilatr.s Senators Who Vote
for Puerto Ifican Tariff.

Washington. April 4. The Republican Sen-
ators who visited the White House y

werc congratulated by the President on the
action of the Senate jcstciday in passing
the Puerto It Iran bill.

The President extended particul ir con-grat- ul

itions to Senators Poiaker and
Spooncr, who from ihe beginning have been
In the forefront of the contest. (
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Rossei Neid Not Pa v.

CANNOT GO BY CABLE.

.Money for the I.oers May Heaeh
Them bv Mail.

Washington, April 1 Secretary Hay has
notltled Secietarv Pruin of New York,

the Red Cross Association, that
the State DepartniMit will transmit to Uni-
ted States Consul Hav at Pretoria any ne-
gotiable paper transferring funds to Presi-
dent Kiuger in b lulf of eharity. It is,
liowver. Impossible foi the di partment to
trapsmlt funds, even on Its own account,
by cable, and is t! e papers must go for-
ward bv mall. It v 111 be a mntter of a
month or si weeks at least before tho
funds can be delivered In Pretoria.

The State Dep irtment haw exhausted its
resources In the effort to secure the prompt
transmission of money to its agents in
South Africa but without success. The ca-
ble companies cannot undertnke It, owing
to the existence of a state of war. which
prevents them from controlling the sourees
of delivery In tho lloer Republics. Applica-
tion was mado to Nmc of the leading b ink-
ing lirms of New York in tho hope tbat
they would be able, through their wide con-
nections, to manage the affair, but each ono
confessed utter Inability to transfer money
save through the slow processes of mall
and express

GERMANY MAY ACT.

Her Consul in 'apc Colony I.tiined
in Kffijry.

Ilerlin. April 4 The Sehleoicrhe Zeitung
repents that Herr Mnltoincs Oenmn "jii-s- ul

in East Ixindon. Cape Colony, bus been
grosslj. insulted by a mob. which burned
him in cl!ii;,.

The llerlincr Tageblitt. which reproduces
this announcement, sis."If this news should prove to be true, it
will be Interesting to watch the German
Poiilgn Onice lake action"

MIChlGAN TObU"rnING.
Jtusiiipss Section of Kaenna De-stu- n

ed and the Fite Spreading.
Grand Rapid- -. Mich . Apill 4 l'irr to-

night destrn.ved tho busintss portion of Ra-

venna. ,i thrlvirg town lulf way between
this cltv and Muskegon. The lire Is now '
raging in the res.dence section of the town.

The loss will e?eied $,. The town has
about 7" inhabltdiits.

MELLINA KUEHN FOUND.

Missing ehicao (iirl Was Km-plowe- d

in a Private Family.
Chicago. III.. April 4 Melllna Kuebn the

daughter of Otto Kuehn, a bi- - I

ker at No. 123 Wells street, whose dKap- -
pc.ii.incc uiree weeiss ago ciilsed the police
to make stirtling allegations In icg.ird to
her absence from home1, was found
.slhe w.iK n tlnnifstf.. In n honcn ,m Xfll..,.
kec avenue.
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TiaiE OLID CO"W IDISID OU.

FIRED TWICE AT
ALBERT EDWARD.

Youthful Would-B- c Assassin Attempted to Kill
the Prince of Wales at Brussels, but

Bullets Went Wide.

llru-H-- ls, Apr)) 4 An attempt upon the
life of the Prince of Wale-- ) occurred at the
htatlon du Nord here, at 3 .".5 p. m. The
would-b- o assassin Jumped upon the-- foot-

board of the Prince's saloon ear as the train
was starting, and fired Into the nr, aim-
ing at tho Prince of Wales

The man was immediately arrested. He
was Identified as a tinsmith, named Sipldo,
.i nt of Hrus Is, 15 jcars of age.

intense PMltemnt prevailed for the mo-

ment, as it wis feared the Prince nad been
hit, the shots having bctu Hied almost
point blank. TJienilw,i carriago door was
hastily thrown open and greit relief was
felt when the Prinee appeared nt the win
dow unhurt.

Roth the Prinee and Princess, who were
journojing together, hid very nirrovv es-

capes. The policeman on duty took Sipldo
in cli.uge. Tlie litter appeared proud ot! his
exploit, and seemed quite calm. Slpido told
the authuillles that he lived on the Rue
de li Porge, at St. Gllles, two miles south
of Rrusdels.

He lirt d two shots at the Piinee When
examined uj tho station oflicials, Sipldo ilt--

la red that ho intended to kill the Prince of
Wales; that he did not regret his action,
and was nady to do it again If given a
e banco "beiauso he ciused thousand of

! men to be slaughtered in South Africa."
I StntioiiliiitNter'N Ulilrk Work.
I I'non hearing the shots the statioimi is-- j

ter rushed to the secne and knocked down
I the vvonlil-b- e assassin's ami, as ho pteparel

to tire a third shot, and a nurnboi of pi rsons
threw the nis. hs on the Prlnei's .iss.iii.mt

In tho ceMifiis.on a secoml man. who was
eiuite Innocent, was seized. loughlv handled
and biateu

After the Prinee of Wales had ise rtalned
that the man who tired the -- hots bad been
aireiieil, be declared himself and the Prln-ceF- -,

utiliijui.d and the train started.
Tho Prince appeared iultu tinuffected by

the Incident. He asked whether the revol-
ver was louleid, and. on being Informed In
the atllrmatlve. smiled and begged thit the
cu'prlt might not be treated too

Ihe Prince and Prlneess were on their
wav to Copenh..gc n tor the purpose or at-

tending tho cell br.ition of King Christian's
birthdav, April S.

Pei sons who attended the Maison du
People vesterdiv sa that they In aril Si-

pldo deel ire that if tho Prince of Wales
rime to Brussels he ought to have ,t bullet
In his held, and thev also bond lin.i etfe-- r

to bet live fnncs that he would c at the
Prince.

According to I.a Pnirlote, sjmc news of
tho views cxpiessed nt the meeting re-

ferred to was couvejed to the stitloi mis-
ter, who hid taken what ho thought were
extra precautions.

Sipldo appeared at the station In his nest
clothing, having explained to his father
that he was going to seek emplnjment.

Art l"jilrrnnll Condemned.
The attack Is condemned even at the

labur hc.idquirters lure. At the Maison clu
Peuple.w here the extreme Amrchlsts meet,
a leading member of the Young SoeiIlst
Guard v..n loud In his denunciation tHs
evening of Sipido's action.

l.c Patriot. In a special edition, elenounres
tie ntt nipt as "cowardly and senselesV
and sajs:

'It will creato general indlgn ition.
-- he vorst en' my of Belgium eould not have
dealt tho country a fouler blow."

The Journal de Bruxeilen says:
"This outrage will provoke the Indigna-

tion of all honest people In every eivlllzed
country, and especially Belgium We stig-
matize It Is the cr'me of a jouth of disor-
der! ! brain. We leep! regret tint it vvas
committed In Belgium unci we congratulate
the Prinee of Wales upon his fortunate es-
cape- from the built t of a regicide."

I,a Chronlque sajs;
"Rilglutn should not be held responsible

foi the act of a innlman, whoso eonduct
she repudiates."

An eyewitness s-ii- that the train was al-
ready in motion, and when the engineer
heard the pl'tol he shut otT steam, applied
the brakes ard stopped the train. As the
train restarted after Sipido's arret. tho
public loudly cheered the Prince, who ac-
knowledged the demonstration from the ear
window.

An examination of Sipido's revolver
showed th.it four clumbers had been dis-
charged, but that two of the cartridges
had missed lire. The weapon is of tho
cheapest er such as Is
usuallv sold here for 3',- -j francs.

Sipldo has a lound, bojiah face, black
ryes and dark hair. At the
belore the magistrate it was ascertained
that he had puichose-- d a penny ticket In or-
der to reach the departure plat torm, where
lie walked up and down quite a while at
11 e s une time the Prinee was promenading.

o.;mlo has been connected lor ncaily a.

vear with a band of ouug Sociilists. It
seems that he left his parents about 1:J0
p. m , on the pietcxt of tieiing- to the Maison
clu Peuplc, where he hid been trvlng to
get an appointment. Tiicy have not seen

I ft
iAlfJ'r'Z

.SttSTs. JX I . 3"SSag$ - l --ri.wjtuftc.;- o "I

him Mrice, and only learned if the affair
lrom a jounnlist. Roth parents assert
that ho never had a tevolver before. His
mother sajs that the led lived a very regu-
lar life and had b, en saving money to go
to the Pins exposition She-- declares thTt
if he Is guilty he must hive been instigated
by others, and was probably given too
much to drink. Ho was i; veais old last
December.

It seems that Sipldo was sf nervous that
his hand tn mbled vlolentlv. nnd the bullet

I went wide, striking the side of the car
riage-- At llrst he gave his nuino as Polspe.
duex. but soon admitted that his real name
vvns Biptlz Slpido, although lie declined at
the outset to say why he committed the
du d.

ti i:j: aot i.M'oimnn.
Dublin, Apiil -The news of the attempt

to assassinate the Prince of Wales rimetoo late to bo generally known, and It
caused but little comment, owing to the
overwhelming interest taken in the Qtien'.i
visit.

'I he correspond! nt or tho Associated Press
communicated the news to the castle. . ml
it was then sent to the Vices Regil Iwdge.
but it is understood that this yueen was
not Informed of the occurrence-- , the ciis-- p

itches to lur Majesty ,, tho sulyet be-

ing held ovir until this morning (Thtira-day- ).

nOTi:.ii:vr i.ouovLondon. Apill t The di patch announc-
ing the attempt on the life, of the Primeof Wiil.s iM, posted at the .Mansion Houstluseveiiing.ird nttrac.ed Immense crowds
who expressed thvli feelings In alternate, --

un.ithcmitisln,? the assailant and cheeiln"thePrliuv "
The s of the attempt spread with

marvelous rapiditv In all pirts of London
aril the most Intense excitement
and bitter imllgnitlun among all classes.
Tho fact tint it occurred in n city whero
Doctor levels, diplomatic agent of thoTransvaal, nukes his heidquarters was
generallv tikn to Indicate tint the would-be- -

u., ., jIocr svnipathizer. and
this --: indmiecl passions that the most bit-
ter invective-- ' weie hurled ag ilnst the Boers
ami veijilpg lotinectid with them.

I li M irquls of S ilisburv Imni'illately tel-- i
graphed to the Prince ot Waifs bis con-

gratulations oi hi.s escipe. while the United
States Chnge li'Atfalrcs. Henry White, who
was railing on the Premier at the time,
promptly repaired to Marlborough Houo
and left his c aril there.

All the c Ulcers were greatly disturbed bv
the occurrence, and the general view- - w is
that It mut be connected in some way with
the Transvaal, especiillv- - as the Prince of
Wales has alwavs heretofore beei such a
favorite on the c'ontlmnt. and never btforo
has been molested in the slightest dcgre

One Iiivfli ollirlit rciutrked.
"'I h it settli s the question of tho Prince of

Wales's visit to the Paris exposition."
Some fears were as to the ef-

fect the occurrence may have in Dublin.
It wis pointed oat that such attempts are
contagious. On the other hand, those who

- esi acquainted with Inland contended
that the only effect would be to lncrcaso
the determination of the Irish that no

Incident should m ir the succcs of
the- - (ue n's visit.

The news was Immediately telegraphed to
Queen Victor! i

"WW.I.-- . AT COI.OfJW;.
Cologne, April '. 1 a m The Prince of

Wales arrived here nt midnight. Owing to
the 1 ltcncsn of the hour there Was no special
reception It was learned from a member of
his entourage that he remained perfectly

when the attack was mado
and that the Princess, although consider-
ably alarmed, soon recovered from the
shock

On his arrival, the Prlneo was handed a
dozi n telegrams of congratulation from
various princely throughout Ru-rop- e.

MRS. ADA LAWRENCE DEAD.

Was Foinierly Leadiii"; Lady With
Edwin Itooth.

Qulnry, III . April I. Mrs. Ada
is deid at her residence here. Sho was
leading lidv with Hdwlu Booth, and has
also acted with Junius Rooth. John McCui-loug- h.

Joseph Jclferson and other tragedi itn
and comedy stars of the first magnitude.

TOWER COMING HOME.

American Amhassador Leaves St.
Pe.ei.sbiu'g in .May.

St. Petersburg. April 4. Charlemagne
Tower, the United States Ambass'ador here,
and H. J. Hagerman, tho Second Secrctary
er the American Kmb.issy, will go to the
United btates in May.

February Grand Turors.. r"in rerson Keariirni
Charges.

ASK INVESTIGATION.

Offer Evidence in Sup- -
port oi Accusations

Against Officials.

MAYOR DOESN'T ACT.

Declares That He Must
Have Statements

in Writing.

Nine or the twelve men who constituted
the Pebruary Grand Jur called on M.ivor
Zic genlicin jcsttrdiv- - to reaillrm the
clu.rge-- , and recommendations contained m
their npor: In rclitlon to tho oilier of
Supply Commissioner I'red C Meier, son of
President 12. V. W. Meier or the City Coun-ci- l,

and Police Judge George B. Sidencr.
Thev-- talked plainly to the Major, backing
up tneir stat. incuts with all the data that
could be turnish.d without a violation of
their oatii of st erecy.

I.e-- s than a week ago tho .Major, at tho
instigation of his political advisers, sent
a copy of the following letter to the twelve
citizens who had served on the I'ebruarj-(ii- .

mil Jurj"
St, Louts. March 3. IS!.

I'car Sir You vvc-r- i member of the rf ci i.t
Gram Jury. l'ollonlns tbo reeommeadatloas
n.nde-- In jour resort to the Circuit Court. I urn
i!t 'Irous of null irg a tn- - ruuUi. eonq lete and

Ir.V'sticatton of anv miseondu'-- t on th
isirt of Krn!-- r. k C. Ml-r- . the huppl I'ommls-l"i- ii

r, nnd Ueorge II. s Jiwr. the Jus'ice of thal'lr,t Pellco Court. To enable me to eio
this it Is ncwsirv for some one to prefer WK1T-Ti:- x

c.'HAIIGErf .mairut th-i- n. OlheruI- - I tan-n- ot

j rocecL
I'ersoiillj-- , I am not aware of anv offlctil or

ctber Ucnllctlon on the part ot either. If t wre
I nould unhe-itattr- prefer such charges

i.m ttioupli it miKht leok te to
atcuser nnd the JuiIk'. I suppose jou aro

in lossescion ot fa'ts; otherwla you would notlivcj continid In the report.
1 therefore reijii"--t vou to submit to n" a

stdtenent of whitever evil dolnc on the part of
"aid Meier or SHdentr vou may bePcve war-iin- ts

invctlKatlon. o tat I may bo able to proceed
without delaj. I do rot ak tou to reval thscrets of the Jjrj room or to disclose what any
witness lioo tesiinid to. but moreb to male juurionrluiin In sUme path form as to wurr-in- t an
InvistlKatlcn by me. As a coed and frarIo elt-t'e- ii

iou vWU sureh- - not eiKappntnt me. Respect-
fully. HENHY ZIKCIBNREIN. Jhjcr.

After a private session on Monday nine
or the twelve met esterda- In the corrl-do- rs

of the new City Hall, outside the Au-
ditor's oillce. nt a CO o'clock. Thej- - were
Edgar C Iicklaiid. who was foreman of
the jury; Jacob Furth. W. G. Chappell. C.
i:. Godlovc-- . P. It. Bullock. C. C. Clark, It,
I Hubbard. J. K. Uuros, and C. U. Udell.

The Major was In conference with Chair
mini in 'mi,- Kalbfell of the Republican
Citv Central Committee. Kec order William
n.uin, i uj-- lvegister iienrj- - ise-- anil sev- -
oral other member-- c of his political cabinet
when tlie grand jurors reached his office.
He had .tppareiillv been nutilled that they
were coming, for he h.istnil Into the hall-VT.- iv

and greeted them with nianj" bows and
exel imations r greeting.

When the gentlemen hid taken seats In
the Mavor's oiIIch the conference- - was
opened bv Mr. Lac klnnd

Mu.tur Appenrril Lnra.
The Mavor apiiearecl uneaj- - and as the

meeting proceeded worked his thumbs in a
circular movement as the others talked.
He said verv little to the point and usually
rcferred euch question to tho City Coun
selor, frectuentlj- - beginning hi- - remarks
with "Nov.. jou see. mv Christian friends."
following is the as It occurred:

.Mr. Iirkl.ind: "Mr. Major, as each of the
members of tho lute-- Grand Jttrj-- has ed

tho same letter from jou. vv have
seen lit to wait upon jou In a bodv-- , and
have delegated .Mr. Jacob Furth to answer
for us in peimii "

.Mr. Furth: "The formal manner In which
jou addressed us. Mr. Major, having sent
to each of us a lettr bv registered mail.
suggested to us that we had better talk the
matter over, and. Instead of each one writ-
ing a letter to you. that we come In a bodv'
and epl iln to vou what evidently was lack-
ing In our report, so far as jour understand-
ing of rair position is concerned. We are not
responsible, of course, for the law creatlnar
the Grand Jurj. but that bodv- - was created
for a certain purpose, and when vve were
sworn In and the Court chat ged us with tho
Investigation or certain matters we went to
work In earnest to do what was asked ofu"The Mavor: "While, jou nre going Into
snmo letal phrase, some point as to law.
have jou anj- - objection, gentlemen, for m
to call in the Cltj-- Counselor, Mr. Schnur-machcr- ?"

Mr. Clark: "None whatever. Mr. Mayor.
This Is a public meeting. Anj-- one u miy
dc Fire to have present will be welcome. We
wo'ild like to have his opinion In tho mat-
ter"

Mr. Furth: "There were three distinct
m.itters that the Court rhnrged us to In-
vestigate outside of the routine business of
tho Grand Jurj'. One of them was the con-
duct of the cltj- - officers and officials and
those in the Municipal legislature rrganl-lu- c

the litrhting business of the city. Then
the Police Department. The third matter
which received the attention of the Grard
Jurj' was a charge thit had ben publicly
circulated that grand Juries were Interfered
with; that certain influences wpro attempted
to be us el with those dr.iwn to serve on
the Grind Jurj--. Now. when our report was
published, eif course we assumed that the
interviews as reported In the dally press
with jour Honor corrertij- - stated what
jou had told to the reporters, and there
we found our report elnracterlzed as in-sl- nu

itions and Innuendoes, when, as a mat-
ter of firt. we presented nothing but ab-
solute evidence or ficts brought to our no-t- h

e I mention this slmplv because. In the
one ch irge of attempting to influence grand
juries, there was before us evidence, which,
of course. I nm not at libertv to disclose,
but which would have Involve some who
have passed to the reit bevond and coulcl
not defend themselves. Rather than men-
tion mvthing of that sort and reduce ourreport to the level of Insinuation nnd In-
nuendo, we Incurred the displeasure of tho
Court and passed over thit nart of the In.
sfructlons In silence. Rut when it came toinvestlcating the city business proper and
we hid presented to us facts figures andhooks, then wr thought we had gone boj'ond
insinii-uio- ann innuenao nna naci estab-- '

proof of certain matters that hadtranspired. Then rame the question oflaw, and. of course, we had to abldo bv
the opinion of the liw officer of the n,7Jurv. the Assistant Circuit Attornev S '

iroin us m.ii cerrain evidence mat we
deemed verv- - grave and Important wa3 notindictable pv'dence under the law.

City l"i Ksnrhltnnt Prices.
"Now. tn Illustrate: Tn the body of thereport of the Grand Jurj'. which reflects

verj- - seriously on the conduct of affairs
in the Surpl.v Commissioner's office, jou
will not ilnd one word or brenth of sus-
picion against the Supplv Commissioner In
so fir as eonnctlng hi name with any
lniud or hrlberv. Xow. inasmuch as thatwas not charged, the law officer told us
th.it these other deficiencies In his conduct
did not constitute specific evfdence. and.
coiiseiitieciiij , vie coum noi onng an In
dictmeiit; that It amounted simply to viola-
tlon of the tltv-- ordinances, and. conse
quent-- , was not an Indictable offense. All
that v e could do would be to bring a
recommendation before lh executive of-
ficer of the city who Is charged with de-
fending its inercst to remove the Sup-
ply Commissioner from ollico It he were

S(niE nv MH- - ' ,trH
POINTKO ATEME'STS.

"In our report we rhnrged the Sup-
ply Commissioner with timing goods
from favored firms in a favored lo- -
cahtv-.-"

4 "It will not be a hard matter for
Your Honor, if an Investigation Is
ordered, to prove evrrj-- allegation
that wis made In our report."

"Wo had presented to us fac.
s figures and hooks, then vve thought

we had gone bevond Insinuations and
innuendoes, and hHil establisheii proof
of ccrtiin matters that had trans-
pired."

"In re gird to the epiestlon of law-- ,

of course wo hid to abide b the
s opinion of the Assistant Circuit At--

torue.v. who told us that certain evi- -
dence-- . which wu deemed verj- - grivr
aid important, vvas not indictable
evidence under the law."

"We have also demonstrated and
are ready to prove that the "t.ite- -
meuts we h.ive rniide in our report
were bastd on facts."

"We have- - iiifornitd ou that the
citv- - juvs JIJo for vri lire alarm kejs
whlc h cost $1"."

4 "We have shown ou th.it cne
institution rejects blankets at $3.M

pr pair, and another bujs them at
an advance of $Jlu per pair."

4 "Vou will find that requisitions
rame frcm the poorhoue for ".Ooo

j arils of stuff which would cost
more- - thin ?!. but th.it the same
rcfiuisltioii was di.ided into throe or- -
tiers of about j irds each. '

"These goods were bought without
advertising, contrarj- - to ordinance."

"Ccrtaiii offlcials connected with
the-- Supply Depirtment have- - ap- -
proached merchants and used Iin- -
guage which the ce merchants thor- -
oughly ur.de rstood to mean thit tha
cltj- - would paj' large prices for goods
provided something went for these
olllcials."

"In a certain book Kept bv a hird- -
waro merchant jou will find that
the cltv- - has paid an advance of from
50 to Era) per cent on every article
ree orded."

s "If .vou will investigate this matter
further, jou will Hud that there is
a systematic effort being mado to rob
the cltj-.- "

"The best evidence as to how the
city has been robbed Is In the fact

4 that coal bills hive been presented
s for amounts absolutely larger than

the entire capacity of the places
where thej- - weru to be stored, meas- -
ured by competent engineers.

"I believe that the money which
could be saved by tho proper pur--
chase of goods for the city institu- -
tions would, in the course of two or
three j ears, be sutlicient to build us
a verj- - nlc City Hospital that would
serve the city's needs for pome years

4 to come.
"In connection with th charges

made against the City Supply Depart- -
ment, you will find that there is a
sjstematlo effort being made to rob
the city. It is painful to us, Mr.
Major, but in the discharge ot our
duties wo can look neither to the
right nor to the left, and we firmly
believe that the community will hold
you strictly accountable for what you
do in the cases presented, both as to
thu charges presented against Judge
Sidencr and Supply Commissioner
Meier."

i found zulltv on Investigation, and tbat then
i

fult toull! bo.r,OUSht ! nls,.bo,n(l for h
, ",',, "" ". ,JV. r Vib-- r"s" f hjs having uaid ex--

orbltant prices for goods,
"In our report we charged hlrn with buy-

ing goods from favored firms in a favored
locality. Bv trt.it we meant that almost all
the goods bought by tho Supply Commis-
sioner were bought from houses out on.
Chouteau avenue, when such had never
1 een the practice before, because the lar-
gest stores do business In the center of the
i itj- - and not in the southern section. Wo
have aIo demonstrated and aro ready to
prove thit the statements we made In our
report were based on facts. It will not be
a hard matter for jour iionor. if an inves-
tigation is ordered, to prove every allega-
tion that was made In our report. We have
read a great deal In thu papers about tho
necejwlty of economy und jour Honor rec-
ommended It in iour message. We ask that
the Supply Commissioner and the clt de
partments use that economj' that we nnd w
the rule In large corporations. The city is
a largo corpor ition, using- - a large In tact
an Immense ttuantity or goods, and it H
an easv matter for hundreds of thousand
of dollars to be wafted in tha manner in
which goods are bought by the city. After
the Grand Jury had adjourned we met cltj
olllcials nt the heads of departments, who
each and everv-- one admitted to us that
they knew-- of the citj- - paying higher prices ,

than were necessary for everything that i
was bought. Since tho adjournment of the1
Grand Jurj-- It has come to my notice tbat j
the city lias catd from 100 to 1S6 ner cent 1

for goods more than they could have bean j
bought for from well-know- n business 1

houses. I have been told of $10 or $12 being !
paid for loo sheet? of carbon paper, which !

sells at K! per hundred in cverj retail house
In tho cltj. Further than this, it has beea i
demonstrated that all the supplies for city "

Institutions are accepted on the word of '
the contractor as to weight and measure
ment.

Evidence fur the Mayor.
"In your letter. Mr. Mayor, you underline?!

eue reiiuest mar. boiiiu one puouiu Drmwniten charges against tho Supply Commis-
sioner and the Police Judge. Now, we do
not find anything in the law or custom that
would warrant us In bringing written,
charges against the Supply Commissioner.
If wo hive told vou. as an executive of tho
cltj--. what our view was; ir. for instance,,
we have Informed jou that the city pay
$120 for 100 fire-alar- kej-- s which cost HO', j
when we show jou that one Institution re-- 1
Jects blankets at $3.M per pair and another)
buj--s them at an advance $2.30 a pair,
should this not be sutlicient to order an in-

vestigation of the conduct of the Supply
CommI.-sInnc- r7 Put we go further in our.
report, .Mr. Mnj-or- . We claim that the

were violated deliber.itelj. You
will find that requisitions came from the
Poorhouse for 'J.(m jards of stuff which
would cost more than lioo. but that tho same
requisition was divided into three oreler.s of
about & vards each. These goods went
bought without advertising: no questions
were asked a to the value of the goods anil
the cltv lost just that much money.

"I will go further. Mr. Mnvor. nnd I tlft
not beji-v- e it V violating our oath of j",

because this Is a public meeting, and
say that certain olllcials connected with tho
Supple- - Department have approached mer-
chants and used language which these mer-- ?- -.

chants thoroughlj understood to mean thatx "

the city would pay large prices for goods
provided something went for ths oflicials.
They tvere smart enough not to make the
direct offer. Thej were smart enough not
to put themselves In a position to be In-

dicted, but the insinuation and Innuendo
were there, ft was thoroughlj- - understood.

iiiiirp erne j iiitnj" i i.iiii.
been used before, and when the queotion
was asked: 'wnj- - no paupers near jhckci3
costing $20 a dozen, when thej- - formerly
wore jackets costing JS a dozen? the an-
swer was, 'Perause I was told the city buys
the best of everything.'
i "We have innumerable instances of that
kind In the testlmonj-- . V.- - referred to
hook kept bv-- a hardware merchant, where-
in the citv business and the business of a
large brewery alone were entered. The boolc
was kept so as to show the cost price of
goods and the price the city paid for them
and the profit made on that. Also the profit
ot tne clerK wno inminceu uip uusincs wa-- f
placed down, and vou will And that the city
f,alcl from V) to MO per cent advance oa
everv article recorded.

Loose Hethodn,
"The best evidence na to how thn

7-- C.
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t.,.. the merchants give them the cold
and the elsewhere ami pad

exorl, tant prices.
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